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Comparative Study of Disasters and Upheavals: Perceptions and Responses
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The concept of “disaster” has been subject to discussion among anthropologists. In its proper sense this
notion refers to a sudden, calamitous event causing a serious disruption of the society: typically an earthquake or a
flood. But in disaster studies it encompasses a wider array of events such as terrorist attacks, epidemics, plane
crashes, as well as territorial remodeling, reservoir projects, migrations, and settlement projects for nomadic ethnic
groups. Researchers have indeed identified common reflection points and social dynamics that can be object of
comparative analysis in these various cases. This international workshop aims to gather researchers involved or
interested in such a perspective. In order to widen our view, we propose to introduce the notion of “upheaval”,
which is less negatively connoted while sufficiently open to embrace various cases of big changes (planed, expected,
abrupt), affecting or not the territory, but either way strongly disrupting a population. The goal is to examine this
theme from an anthropological point of view.
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Upheavals are necessarily related to a constellation of social and cultural factors and contexts in which they are
embedded. Researches focus on the social vulnerability such events reveal as well as on the risk issues, historically
and structurally inserted in local contexts and people’s life. Case studies take into account the overall context,
consider the historical and cultural background and emphasize the progress of processes before, during and after the
event. Focusing on the micro-sociological scale allows a better understanding of the dynamics at work, of people’s
perceptions and representations of the event. It also facilitates the identification of responses and resonances these
events produce, both in terms of practices and discourses, in the post-traumatic settings and reconstruction
processes. The ethnological perspective goes beyond the entanglement of local and global economic and politics’
power layout, to fully seize these issues embodied in social actors. This international workshop emphasizes on this
crucial investigation method and on ethnography in the study of disasters and upheavals, their conditions of
production, the specificities of their outbreak, the interpretations they stimulate, the responses they generate in the
physical and social world as well as the potential effect on people’s social representations.
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The workshop ambition is to offer an academic platform for comparative cross-society and cross-culture reflections
arising from detailed cases, and for proposing prospective useful concepts and theory frameworks. Its objective is to
deepen the fundamental research on disaster and upheaval as anthropological objects, but also to offer intellectual
tools for applied anthropologists and disaster professionals involved in improving sustainability and dealing with the
difficulties and challenges brought by such contexts.
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The conference will give attention to the following topics:
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- Methodology issues in ethnology and ethnography of Disaster and Upheaval
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- Theoretical frameworks and concepts for an Anthropology of Disaster and Upheaval
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- Localized notions of disasters in a globalized era: dialogue, circulation and confrontation
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- Written and visual artistic representations of disasters and upheavals
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- Material and intangible tools developed by populations to stimulate awareness and preparedness to specific or
recurrent disasters through generations

L5 WRAT /90 A GOHEAT DR ¥ M 5 56 5 v SR mgs
- Effect of upheavals on people’s way to think themselves (their past and identity) and their territory
BRI AT B 5 GEEL &S0 Kmabi s
- Case studies of post-upheaval reconstruction
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- Memory, reminiscence and commemoration of disasters and upheavals
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- Ethnographers and sustainability professionals: collaborations and deadlocks
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School for Ethnic Studies and Qiang Research Center at Southwest University for Nationalities (Chengdu, China)
EHACH BB L GRE R
The Research Center on Modern and Contemporary China (Paris, France)
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Tulane University Disaster Resilience Leadership Academy (New Orleans, USA)
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Tang Yun )2 (The South-West University for Nationalities, Chengdu, China)
Email: tangyun8848@163.com

Katiana Le Mentec 41 5% 48 (CECMC, Paris, France)
Email: katianalementec@yahoo.fr

Zhang Qiaoyun 5K I51& (Tulane University, New Orleans, USA)
Email: zqy1117@gmail.com

Zhang Yuan 5K Jii (The South-West University for Nationalities, Chengdu, China)
Email: map8848@sina.com
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Practical Information/ #5518 B

1. Time and Venue/ < 1 B} 8] 5 #iL 5 -

Venue: the South-West University for Nationalities, Chengdu, China
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The conference will took place from the 16% to the 18% October 2015
S E]: 2015510 H16~18H

All participate should arrive at Chengdu on the 15 October.
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For participants in need of a Chinese Visa, a letter of participation from the SW University for Nationalities will

be provided.
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2. Call specificities and deadlines/# 3L 3 A% B [B] & :

a. The call concerns individual paper only, they will be organized in panels by the committee.
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b. The call strongly encourages proposals by graduate students. The conference will offer a young scholars
plenary session including questions from scholars to students and from students to the scholars audience.”
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c. Paper abstract submission deadline: 20% June 2015.

Please fill up the form for submission (open on 20t April 2015) - on http://confchengdu2015.sciencesconf.org

(Abstract in English, max 350 words, and author biography up to 150 words)
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http://confchengdu2015.sciencesconf.or

d. Notifications of paper acceptance : 20 July 2015.
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e. Full papers (in English or Chinese) submission deadline: 15 Sept. 2015
SR SO U JEE S SR AT, RS HI: 20155F9 H15H

3. The languages of the conference/& W& S :
a. Papers abstract shall be written in English.
WO EE: ik

b. Full papers can be in English or Chinese.
WA e

c. Oral presentations are accepted in Chinese if accompany by a Power Point in English.
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4. Extra activities/ HABIE 3 :

a. During the time of the workshop, the Southwest University for Nationalities will include an exhibition on the
topic “artistic representations of disasters and upheavals”. The event will present works from Chinese and
foreign artists. A discussion-debate evening session will be organized.
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b. 'The workshop will include an evening dedicated to the collaborative project “DisasterHistory.org” presented
by Pierre Fuller (University of Manchester).
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5. Fees and Funds/ 20 TAE; %t F
a. This international workshop does not collect Conference fees.
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b. All participants will be offered daily meals.
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c. Workshop committee will help participants to book hotels. On the 20th of July we will list the available hotels
- address and rates (might be 180 to 500 RMB per night).
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d. Additional funding might be available to complete participants’ expenses. Information will be communicated

when available.
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5. Publications/ H} i :
The scientific committee will review full papers after the Workshop. The best quality papers will be considered
for publication in English (via peer reviewed journal) and in Chinese in the South-West University for
nationalities Ethnology Journal (peer reviewed), and the anthropology book collection. Either way, the accepted
abstract will be published on the Workshop website as well as on the Carnets of the Center for Chinese Research

(http://cecmc.hypotheses.org/). And a free program with all abstract will be available for all participates during
the workshop.
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More information and updates, please visit
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http://confchengdu2015. sciencesconf. org




